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New York Times bestselling author Maureen Johnsonâ€™s funny, heartbreaking, and utterly

romantic tale gets a great new cover!Ginny Blackstone never thought sheâ€™d spend her summer

vacation backpacking across Europe. But that was before she received the first little blue envelope

from Aunt Peg.This letter was different from Pegâ€™s usual letters for two reasons:1. Peg had been

dead for three months.2. The letter included $1000 cash for a passport and a plane ticket.Armed

with instructions for how to retrieve twelve other letters Peg wroteâ€”twelve letters that tell Ginny

where she needs to go and what she needs to do when she gets thereâ€”Ginny quickly finds herself

swept away in her first real adventure. Traveling from London to Edinburgh to Amsterdam and

beyond, Ginny begins to uncover stories from her auntâ€™s past and discover who Peg really was.

But the most surprising thing Ginny learns isnâ€™t about Peg . . . itâ€™s about herself.Everything

about Ginny will change this summer, and itâ€™s all because of the 13 little blue envelopes.Look for

the sequel, The Last Little Blue Envelope!
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Seventeen-year-old Ginny was always in awe of her Aunt Peg, a free-spirited woman who loved the

arts and would often disappear for months on end, only to show-up once again with tales of a

fabulous adventure she had taken part in. Aunt Peg's most recent adventures took place throughout

Europe. That is, before she died of a brain tumor. However, before her death, Aunt Peg made



arrangements for Ginny to explore Europe the same way she did - with no plans at all whatsoever.

Ginny receives a package from her deceased Aunt...one that includes a plane ticket to London, a

list of rules, and thirteen little blue envelopes that she must open one at a time, in order to truly

experience the whole "backpacking adventure."There was something about Maureen Johnson's 13

LITTLE BLUE ENVELOPES that appealed to me from the moment I saw the cover, and read the

synopsis about the story. An air of mystery and adventure that drew me in from page one. Ginny is

an intriguing character, who can seem aloof, or shy at times, but is really fun once you truly delve

into the story, and see what she's about. The adventures that she takes part in - and allows the

reader to accompany her on - are exciting, and leave the reader ready to truly explore Europe on a

backpacking trip of his/her own. Johnson has done a marvelous job of accurately conveying the

mixed feelings of a teenager on her own, and the butterflies of first love, and has wrapped them all

together in this nice little package. A first-class novel that will be cherished for generations.Erika

SoroccoBook Review Columnist for The Community Bugle Newspaper

The fact that Ginny has received a package of thirteen blue envelopes from her eccentric but

favorite aunt telling her to travel around the world is not particularly shocking. Being instructed to

open each envelope in order isn't so strange either. What makes it a surprise is the fact that Ginny's

aunt Peg has been dead for months. She was young and full of life, and her death was a

shock.Now, though, she is sending Ginny on a journey. It starts in London and will end up...who

knows where? On the way, she'll meet interesting people, see exotic places, and, most of all, get to

better know the aunt she lost.The idea behind the story is original and interesting, sure to be

appreciated by readers for the fact that it is both fun and meaningful. The characters are all

interesting, unique, and believable. Readers will come to know Peg, who has been dead for three

months at the start of the novel, through her letters and the journey she took through Europe that

Ginny is retracing. Among the interesting people met by Ginny on her travels are Keith, a

performance artist who was a bit of a delinquent in the past, and Richard, a friend of her aunt's who

once sold underpants to the Queen of England, and various other colorful characters.For some

reason, it took me awhile to get into this story, but once I did, I was hooked. The ending was a little

more open than I would have liked, but this is a good book that teens are sure to enjoy. Fans of

Maureen Johnson's other books are sure to like 13 LITTLE BLUE ENVELOPES. Having read two of

her other novels (DEVLILISH and THE BERMUDEZ TRIANGLE ), I was slightly disappointed with

this one; it didn't grab my attention quite as quickly or keep my mind quite as occupied as those

other two books, but it was still enjoyable, thought-provoking, and certainly worth reading.Reviewed



by Jocelyn PearcePosted 12/20/20064.5-BOOKS on WUAT = 5-STARS on

My friend did a book project on this and the idea of the story fascinated me. Overall it was a good

not great book. It was wordy in all the wrong places and any problem Ginny faced didnt seem real or

likely. The author had a tendency to gloss over the details.Sometimes the entire thing seemed

unrealistic. So many things could have gone wrong with an unsupervised minor trekking acorss

Europe but none of those issues were addressed. At the end of the book I felt muddled and tired

just like Ginny. Considering the kinds of book I have read in this genre it was an excellent book and i

recomend it but I think there are better, more detailed books out there.

I've been a reader of Maureen Johnson's blog for awhile now, but hadn't gotten to any of her books

yet. On the insistence of others, I broke down and ordered 13 Little Blue Envelopes - Wow! I wish I'd

picked this up sooner!The plot itself is interesting, with the added bonus of being much different

from most of the YA books on the shelves right now. Throughout the book, Johnson throws

surprises and great chances for character development at the protagonist, Ginny, who shows

fabulous arc through the book. Not only does she have travel opportunities that will leave readers

wanting to hop on the next Trans-Atlantic, but her writing is fresh enough to keep the pages flying by

as well.Johnson is well known for being one of the most accessible, entertaining YA writers in the

field right now. She definitely doesn't disappoint with Little Blue Envelopes - her concise, realistic

prose and eye for charming, absurd details makes this a definite keeper. If you're looking for a fun,

surprisingly moving book...this is the one for you!
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